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       August 12, 2015 
 
Bucks County Board of Commissioners 

5th Floor, Administration Building 

55 East Court Street 

Doylestown, PA 18901 

 

Dear Commissioners: 

 

I am very pleased to present the Annual Report for the Bucks County Agricultural Land Preservation Program. 
Here today at the Grange Fair, the approval of the Crouse and Jacklin farms will represent over 15,000 acres of 
productive farmland preserved by the Bucks County Agricultural Land Preservation Program since its inception in 
1989. This is a significant achievement, of which I am extremely proud. Future generations of Bucks County 
residents will forever be able to experience the rich agricultural heritage that has defined Bucks County. 
 
Since last year’s Grange Fair, the Bucks County Agricultural Land Preservation Program will have preserved 727 
acres. These farms were located in Central and Upper Bucks County. Preserved farms are located in 25 of the 
54 municipalities totaling 15,060 acres. These farms will continue to support the $62,000,000 agricultural industry 
here in Bucks County. Ten new farms were added to the 2015 application list for preservation, bringing the total 
to 41 applications, totaling 1,886 acres. 
 
Funds received from the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture for 2015 totaled $2,831,683 or 9.44 percent of 
the total state funding allocation. Bucks County received the second highest amount awarded in the state for 
farmland preservation in Pennsylvania in 2015. 
 
With your continued and unparalleled support, Bucks County remains a leader in farmland preservation in 
Pennsylvania. And, Pennsylvania remains the leader in farmland preservation in the United States, with over 
500,000 acres preserved since 1989. As a result of this program, large contiguous areas of farmland in 
Pennsylvania and here in Bucks County have been preserved, ensuring a steady source of food for our future. As 
always, we strive to preserve 17,000 acres by the year 2017.  
        
       Sincerely, 
 
        
       Richard Harvey, Administrator  

Bucks County Agricultural Program 
1260 Almshouse Road • Neshaminy Manor Center • Doylestown, PA 18901 

Phone: 215/345-3400 • E-mail: bcpc@buckscounty.org 
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WHY PRESERVE FARMLAND IN BUCKS COUNTY? 

Farmland is a rapidly disappearing natural resource. 

According to the American Farmland Trust, the United States is losing two acres of 

farmland every minute. Here in Bucks County, 71 percent of the county’s farmland has 

been converted to non-farm uses in the last 50 years. 
 

Local farms provide fresh food at a reasonable cost. 

Locally produced food is more nutritious and less costly. Transportation costs are high for 

foods that come from other regions. Bucks County farms provide a wide range of 

vegetables, meats, and dairy products that taste better. 
 

Preserving farmland protects Bucks County heritage. 

Scenic vistas and wide open farm fields are part of Bucks County’s heritage. Preserving 

these areas are important in order to maintain a healthy balance between urban and rural 

areas. 

Gerenser Farm,  Durham Township, preserved 2011 
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WHY PRESERVE FARMLAND IN BUCKS COUNTY? 

Farmland requires few public services. 

For every dollar a farm family pays in property taxes, they use only 33 cents in public 

services. Residential property owners require more than a dollar’s worth of services for 

every dollar in property taxes paid. This is because residential developments require 

school, road, utility, police, and fire protection services. 
 

Preserving farms supports the local economy. 

Agriculture is the number one industry in Pennsylvania and a $62 million industry here in 

Bucks County. Farming provides jobs to hundreds of county residents. 
 

Preserving farmland protects the environment. 

Farmland provides natural habitat for many species of flora and fauna and provides critical 

groundwater recharge areas. All of the preserved farms have comprehensive soil and water 

resource management plans. 
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PROGRAM FUNDING 

Funding – Bucks County Bonds and other Appropriations 

Funding for the Bucks County Agricultural Land Preservation Program comes from four sources.  

The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture provides a state match and grant each year. The 

Bucks County Commissioners also approve funds each year. Various municipalities contribute a 

generous amount of farmland preservation funds. And, the United States Department of Agricul-

ture provides partial reimbursements for easement purchases made on qualified farms through 

the Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP).  

DANIELS FARM 
Buckingham Township, preserved 1994 
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PROGRAM FUNDING 

Bucks County Agricultural Land Preservation Program Funding, 1989–2015 

Year 
County  

Appropriation 
State  

Appropriation 
Municipal  

Appropriation 
Total 

1989 $400,000 $1,661,106 — $2,061,106  

1990 $150,000 $1,295,945 — $1,445,945  

1991 $250,000 $1,304,600 — $1,554,600  

1992 $150,000 $2,166,229 — $2,316,229  

1993 $150,000 $2,127,452 — $2,277,452  

1994 $150,000 $1,268,321 — $1,418,321  

1995 $500,000 $1,873,667 — $2,373,667  

1996 $500,000 $2,409,380 — $2,909,380  

1997 $500,000 $2,661,238 — $3,161,238  

1998 $1,950,000 $2,550,000 $105,000 $4,605,000  

1999 $2,000,000 $5,481,912 $2,727,623 $10,209,535  

2000 $3,250,000 $4,261,074 $1,170,062 $8,681,136  

2001 $1,350,000 $3,504,089 $752,685 $5,606,774  

2002 $2,000,000 $3,093,475 $3,009,181 $8,102,656  

2003 $2,000,000 $3,077,266 $2,866,428 $7,943,694  

2004 $2,000,000 $3,284,069 $1,924,922 $7,208,991  

2005 $2,000,000 $2,752,365 $2,483,793 $7,236,158  

2006 $2,000,000 $6,543,292 $1,708,613 $10,251,905  

2007 $2,000,000 $2,991,194 $1,010,244 $6,001,438  

2008 $2,200,000 $2,369,168 $569,665 $5,138,833  

2009 $2,721,381 $1,817,242 $3,408,405 $7,947,028  

2010 $2,524,062 $1,670,973 $3,203,856 $7,398,891  

2011 $2,648,597 $2,295,754 $1,522,197 $6,466,548  

Total $43,762,607 $73,449,719 $27,205,298 $144,417,624 

2012 $2,648,597 $2,295,754 $527,100 $5,471,451  

2013 $2,542,032 $3,093,255  $1,013,560 $5,635,287  

2014 $2,550,581 $2,769,216 $607,600 $5,319,797  

2015 $2,627,357 $2,831,683 $215,524 $5,674,564 

*Includes FRPP Reimbursement of $895,000 

* 
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FARMS PRESERVED  
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SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED  

The Bruce, Donald, Diane and Nancy Crouse farm 

is located at 768 and 740 Durham Road in Durham 

Township. The easement covers 100.72 acres.  This 

farm sits at one of the highest elevations in Bucks 

County bordering Northampton County, and there 

are scenic views of the Durham Valley from the 

farm.  The Crouse farm ranked #4 out of 48 

applications in 2014. The farm is within 1 mile of 

over 1,700 acres of preserved farmland in Durham 

Township and will be the 13th farm preserved by the 

county in Durham Township. The farm contains a 

majority of Class II soils. This is a dairy operation 

with 150 cows.  Crops grown on the farm are corn 

(22 acres), alfalfa (37 acres), wheat (5 acres), and 

soybeans (5 acres). The Crouse brothers also farm 

a large amount of ground in the Upper Bucks area. 

The farm has a Soil and Water Conservation Plan 

dated 2014. 

CROUSE FARM 

105.73 ACRE EASEMENT 

DURHAM TOWNSHIP 

1 
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SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED  

MOHR FARM 

36.29 ACRE EASEMENT 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 

2 The Alan D. and Michael K. Mohr farm is located at 

1051 Passer Road in Springfield Township. The tax 

parcel number is #42-005-098.The easement covers 

36.29 acres and the farm is adjacent to over 50 

acres of farmland preserved by Springfield 

Township. The Mohr farm contains a majority of 

Class II Soils. Current crop grown on the farm is hay 

(35 acres). The Mohr farm is the 25th farm preserved 

by the county in Springfield Township. The 

farmhouse and barn are historical, and the barn is 

built with pegs. The farm has been in the Mohr 

family for over 87 years. The farm has a Soil and 

Water Conservation Plan dated 2013. The Mohr 

farm ranked 6th out of 48 applications in 2014. 
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SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED 

The Matthew T. and Thomas C. Mood farm is 

located at 1845 Myers Road in Milford Township.  

The tax parcel number is #23-002-132. The 

easement covers 19.33 acres.  The Mood farm is 

adjacent to the 98 acre Mood home farm preserved 

by the county in 1999, and is currently farmed by the 

Moods. This farm will add to their agricultural 

operations. The farm is in an area of Milford 

Township that contains productive farms. The farm 

is a crop operation, growing hay (10 acres) and 

soybeans (9 acres) and is entirely in production.  

The farm has a Soil and Water Conservation Plan 

dated 2010. 

MOOD FARM 

19.33 ACRE EASEMENT 

MILFORD TOWNSHIP 

3 
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SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED  

The James S. and Terry Jacklin farm is located at 

1334 State Road in Springfield Township. The tax 

parcel numbers are #42-009-114, 42-009-114-001, 

and 42-009-114-003. The easement covers 24.19 

acres. This farm is adjacent to the James and 

Dolores Keller farm, preserved by the county in 

2005. The farm is a crop operation, with hay (20 

acres) being grown. The farm is comprised of Class 

II and III soils. A tributary of the Cooks Creek 

crosses the farm. The Jacklin farm ranked #1 out of 

41 applications in 2015. The farm has a Soil and 

Water Conservation Plan dated 2015. 

JACKLIN FARM 

25 ACRE EASEMENT 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 

4 
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SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED  

SEGL FARM 

25.61 ACRE EASEMENT 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 

5 The Walter E. and Debra L. Segl farm is located at 

1664 Pleasant View Road in Springfield Township. 

The tax parcel is #42-009-101 and the easement 

covers 25.61 acres. The farm has a historic farm-

house and a tributary of the Cooks Creek running 

through the property. The Segl farm is adjacent to 

the Hottle farm, which was preserved by the county 

and state in 2010 and within a mile of over 2,000 

acres of preserved land through the county, state, 

townships, and private organizations. The farm is 

mostly in hay (15 acres) and contains some pasture. 

The farm has a Soil and Water Conservation Plan 

dated 2010 and contains a majority of Class II and 

Class III soils. 
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SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED 

PAVLICA FARM 

71.04 ACRE EASEMENT 

DURHAM TOWNSHIP 

6 
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SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED 

The James and Barbara Pavlica farm is located at 475 Mine Hill Road in Durham Township. 

The tax parcel numbers are #11-005-051 and 11-005-063.  The easement covers 71.04 

acres. The Pavlica farm is one of the signature farms, along with the Crouse farm, to be 

preserved by the county in 2015.  There are beautiful views of the Mine Hill Road valley from 

the top of the farm. The Pavlica farm ranked #1 out of 48 applications in 2014. The Pavlica 

farm is adjacent to the 195 acre Hager/Haney farm, which was the premier farm preserved 

by the county in 2014 and is within 1 mile of over 1,700 acres of preserved farmland in 

Durham Township. The farm contains a majority of Class I and II soils. Current crops grown 

on the farm are hay (16 acres), corn (21 acres) wheat (3 acres) and soybeans (16 acres). 

The farm has a Soil and Water Conservation plan dated 2006.   
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SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED 

CACCAVO FARM 

65.81 ACRE EASEMENT 

DURHAM TOWNSHIP 

7 The David and Roxanne Caccavo farm is located at 

180 Kitner Road in Durham Township. The tax 

parcel numbers are # 11-004-049-001 and #11-004-

045. The easement covers 65.81 acres. The 

Caccavo farm is highly productive and is within 1 

mile of over 1,000 acres of preserved farmland in 

Durham Township. The farm has over 2,000 feet of 

road frontage on Kitner Road. The farm contains a 

majority of Class II and III soils. Current crops grown 

on the farm are corn (40 acres) and soybeans (15 

acres). The farm ranked #6 out of 48 applications in 

2014. There are panoramic views from the hilltop of 

the farm over to New Jersey. The farm has a Soil 

and Water Conservation Plan dated 2009.  



 

Bucks County Agricultural Land Preservation Program     Page 19      

 

 

SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED 

DIEHL FARM 

77.80 ACRE EASEMENT 

NOCKAMIXON TOWNSHIP 

8 

The John N. and Elizabeth A. Diehl farm is located at 565 Traugers Crossing Road in 

Nockamixon Township.  The tax parcel number is #34-008-026.  The easement covers 77.80 

acres and there are panoramic views from the hilltop on the farm. The Diehl farm is a crop 

farm with hay (29 acres) and corn (30 acres) being grown. The farm is adjacent to the Budd 

farm and within ¼ mile of the 150 acre Roth farm which was preserved by the county in 2002. 

The farm contains a majority of Class III and IV soils.  The farm ranked 9th out of 48 

applications in 2014. The farm is known for its meadow along Traugers Crossing Road 

containing bluebells and has been in the same family for over 90 years. The farm contains a 

historic farmhouse and barn and has a Soil and Water Conservation Plan dated 2002. 
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SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED  

The John W. and Mary D. Budd farm is located at 

588 Traugers Crossing Road in Nockamixon 

Township. The tax parcel numbers are #30-008-031 

and 30-008-032. The easement covers 78.73 acres. 

This farm has very scenic views from the top of the 

farm bordering the Roth farm over into New Jersey. 

The Budd farm contains a completely stone barn 

with round windows for ventilation, one of only three 

barns in the area like this. Boxes full of arrowheads 

and spear tips have been found on the property, 

dating back 10,000 years. The Budd farm ranked 

13th out of 48 applications in 2014. This farm is 

adjacent to the Howard Roth farm, preserved in 

2001, and is across the street from the John and 

Elizabeth Diehl farm. The farm has over 1,000 feet 

of road frontage. Current crops grown on the farm are corn and soybeans. The farm contains 

mostly Class II, III, and IV soils, and has a Soil and Water Conservation Plan dated 2003. 

BUDD FARM 

78.73 ACRE EASEMENT 

NOCKAMIXON TOWNSHIP 

9 
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SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED 

The Christopher L. Weaver farm is located at 239 Upper Tinicum Church Road in Tinicum 

Township.  The tax parcel numbers are #44-007-039 and 44-007-042. The easement covers 

62.85 acres. The Weaver farm is adjacent to the 101 acre Zaveta and 150 acre Quinby farms, 

preserved by the county in 2000 and 2001, respectively. The farm is located in an area of 

Tinicum Township that has a large amount of farmland. The farm contains a majority of Class III 

soils. The farm is a crop operation, growing hay (45 acres). The farm has been in the family 

since 1960 and has a scenic barn. The Weaver farm ranked #11 out of 48 applications in 2014. 

The farm has a Soil and Water Conservation Plan dated 2008. 

WEAVER FARM 

62.85 ACRE EASEMENT 

TINICUM TOWNSHIP 

10 
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SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED 

The Paul L. and Katherine A. Poore farm is located 

at 3775 Fretz Valley Road in Bedminster Township. 

The tax parcel number is #01-009-035. The 

easement covers 23.55 acres.  The Poore farm 

ranked #19 out of 47 farmland preservation 

applications in 2014. The preservation of the Poore 

farm is important, because this farm is highly 

productive and is adjacent to the Hall farm, 

preserved in 2001. The farm is within 1 mile of 

hundreds of acres preserved through the county and 

state and contains a majority of Class III soils. 

Current crops grown on the farm are corn, wheat, 

and soybeans. The Poore farm has a Soil and 

Water Conservation Plan dated 2008. 

POORE FARM 

23.55 ACRE EASEMENT 

BEDMINSTER TOWNSHIP 

11 
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SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED 

STEIN FARM 

33.96 ACRE EASEMENT 

TINICUM TOWNSHIP 

12 The William J. Stein farm is located at 35 Tohickon 

Valley Road in Tinicum Township. The tax parcel 

number is #44-001-006. The easement covers 

33.96 acres. The Stein farm is adjacent to the 101-

acre Herstine farm, preserved by the county in 1993 

and the 150 acre Hall farm, preserved by the county 

in 2001. The Stein farm has road frontage on Route 

611. The farm is an equine operation with the 

owners raising and boarding 35 horses and growing 

5 acres of corn. The Stein farm ranked #8 out or 47 

applications in 2013.  The Tohickon Creek borders 

the farm. The farm has a majority of Class III soils 

and has a Soil and Water Conservation Plan dated 

2015. 



 

Page 24     Bucks County Agricultural Land Preservation Program 

 

SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED 

ROSENBERGER FARM 

52.52 ACRE EASEMENT 

HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP 

13 
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SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED 

The Henry L. and Charlotte C. Rosenberger farm is located at 301 Blue 

School Road in Hilltown Township. The tax parcel number is #15-017-053 

and the easement covers 52.52 acres. The farm contains a majority of Class 

II and III soils and is adjacent to over 400 acres preserved by the county in 

Hilltown Township. Current crops on the farm are hay (21 acres) and corn (18 

acres). The Rosenberger farm will be the 7th farm in Hilltown Township with 

over 700 acres preserved by the county and state. The Rosenberger farm 

ranked #12 out of 48 applications in 2014. The farm has a Soil and Water 

Conservation Plan dated 2015. 



 

Page 26     Bucks County Agricultural Land Preservation Program 

 

SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED 

The Jacob S. and Sarah M. Crooke farm is located 

at 833 Deep Run Road in Bedminster Township. 

The tax parcel number is #01-011-145. The 

easement covers 50.053 acres. The Crooke farm 

is adjacent to the Ray Detweiler farm which was 

preserved in 1992. The Crooke farm is within ¼ 

mile of over 500 acres of preserved farmland. The 

preservation of the Crooke farm represents the 

third generation of farmers in the Crooke family to 

preserve their farms in Bucks County. The farm 

contains a majority of Class III and IV soils. 

Current crops grown on the farm are wheat (44 

acres) rotated with soybeans and rye corn. The 

farm ranked #5 out of 48 applications in 2014. The 

farm has a Soil and Water Conservation Plan 

dated 2007. 

CROOKE FARM 

50.05 ACRE EASEMENT 

BEDMINSTER TOWNSHIP 

14 
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SHOWCASE OF FARMS PRESERVED 



Bishop Farm 

Bates Farm Yerkes Farm 

Neshaminy Manor Center 
1260 Almshouse Road 
Doylestown, PA 18901 

Phone: 215-345-3400   Fax: 215-345-3886 
Email: bcpc@buckscounty.org 


